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cently, won carmaker Renault as a custo-
mer for Nuo.  

The innovative wood material, applied to 
cotton for example, can be sewn and dyed. 
A lot of money was lost in the development 
process, but the company gained a lot of 
know-how. "It is impossible to copy," 
Loose-Leonhardt is convinced. In the 
meantime, Nuo is making a profit. In 
terms of price, it is similar to high-quality 
leather.

However, classic veneers are still the 
main business of Schorn & Groh, whose 
natural products are also used on Steinway 
& Sons grand pianos, in private jets or in 
the casino in Monaco. The business model 
is as follows: wood experts like Groh are 
located all over the world, buying trees. In 
partner sawmills, veneer is made from 
them. Much of it ends up in the warehouse, 
which has six million square meters of 
material, valued by Groh at 25 million 
euros. 

Veneers made from trees such as cedar, 
lemon or cypress, plum, zebrano or 
ziricote are stored there. 130 different 
wood species. Despite this diversity, oak 
is still the most sought-after. Apple, for 
example, wants a certain wood color and 
structure in its stores.

"We know that the corresponding oaks 
grow in a certain area." And so Schorn & 
Groh supplies oak veneer from the 
Palatinate and the Spessart to a US 
company that uses it to make Apple 
furniture. This is another way in which the 
Karlsruhe-based company is present 
worldwide. In general, they supply to 80 
countries. "It's not going brilliantly, but it's 
good," says Loose-Leonhardt, describing 
the business situation. The automotive 
industry now only contributes 15 percent 
to total sales. According to Loose-
Leonhardt, six years ago it was still 25 
percent. Especially in the case of mid-range 
vehicles, imitation wood or foil is now used 
instead of natural wood.

Schorn & Groh has also noticed the 
weakness of the German furniture industry 
– most recently, this was made apparent by
the insolvency of the company behind the
traditional brand Hülsta.

The interior finishing work would still be 
going well: for retail, banks, hotel chains, 
private villas. 

The company was founded in 1961 as a 
two-man business, and today it has 75 
employees. In 1970, there were still around 
180 furniture manufacturers within a 50-
kilometer radius of Karlsruhe.

With their disappearance, expert 
knowledge has been lost. "The veneer 
world is retiring, and unfortunately the 
knowledge is not being passed on," says 
Loose-Leonhardt.

The company Schorn and Groh therefore 
sees itself as a center of excellence for 
veneers for Germany and the world. None 
of its competitors, of which there are five 
worldwide, has such a high level of added 
value and is as innovative. Veneers are also 
used in watches, glasses, bicycles, and can 
be woven like a basket, embossed and 
backlit. With 300,000 tiny holes per square 
meter, they also absorb noise and 
interference in rooms. However, not 
everyone is aware of this versatility. "We 
save designers and architects a lot of time 
and show them solutions that they would 
otherwise not have," says Loose-Leonhardt.

The eco-trend is an opportunity. Groh 
emphasizes that his company does not buy 
entire plantations, but rather buys 
individual trees at auction for good money 
that will soon die. A tree can be used to 
create a lot of surface area in a natural way. 
"Veneer is the forest's best friend," says 
Groh. He also describes it as "the thinnest 
solid wood".

Schorn & Groh sees EU bureaucracy as 
one of the challenges. The so-called EU 
Deforestation Act and the Supply Chain 
Act may have been created with good 
intentions, but these are being 
counteracted. This is damaging Europe's 
competitiveness, says Groh.

The forestry graduate is naturally a wood 
fan. He was recently in the US state of 
Mississippi to buy trees at auction that will 
be used to make veneer for Bentley cars. 
Groh believes that being able to supply 
such end products should be fascinating, as 
should innovations such as Nuo wood 
textiles. Nevertheless, finding new 
employees is a challenge. "We are looking 
for real wood lovers," he says.

The men wear shoes in which specially processed wood veneer replaces the leather. It is flexible and unique worldwide. Schorn & Groh bosses Rolf Loose-Leonhardt (left) and Axel 
Groh see enormous potential for their Karlsruhe-based company. Photo: Andrea Fabry

Shoes made of soft wood veneer for vegans
In addition to furniture, cars, yachts and instruments, Karlsruhe-based Schorn & Groh sees new potential 

From Dirk Neubauer

Karlsruhe. Leather shoes and leather 
jackets may be chic, but vegans tend not 
to wear them. "The fashion industry was 
the impetus for finding a renewable, 
vegan alternative to leather," recalls Rolf 
Loose-Leonhardt, managing director of 
the Karlsruhe-based company Schorn & 
Groh. Their real wood veneers adorn 
dashboard panels in Porsches and 
Bentleys, can be found in luxury yachts, 
in the Elbphilharmonie concert hall and 
in Apple stores.

„
It is impossible to copy our 

Nuo technology.
Rolf Loose-Leonhardt

Managing director Schorn & Groh

Fashion designer Marta Antonelli and 
her father, textile supplier Marcello 
Antonelli, knew this. They developed a 
new type of wooden mesh and teamed up 
with Schorn & Groh. The Karlsruhe-based 
company now holds the rights to all the 
patents and has invested over three million 
euros in its Nuo machine park in 
Eschelbronn. This is where they produce 
wooden textiles.

"This is ash, this is walnut, this is oak," 
says Schorn & Groh managing director 
Axel Groh, pointing to samples. They are 
flexible and feel like leather or textiles. 
Then the two entrepreneurs lead us next 
door to their showroom. There are shoes, 
deco parts, armchairs and acoustic panels 
made from their materials. 

The company now generates 15 percent 
of its total sales of 17 (2022: 16.5) million 
euros with the material called Nuo. In the 
long term, Loose-Leonhardt says, the 
company could reach 20 million euros 
with the wood textiles alone. The potential 
is therefore enormous, and the company re-

25,000 euros for an oak tree
To round off the range: 
Schorn & Groh also offers classic solid 
wood, but this only accounts for 0.5 
percent of total sales. At the Freiburg 
site – one of five Schorn & Groh sites – 
table tops up to nine meters long and 
2.50 meters wide are produced. They 
are up to eight centimeters thick. "These 
are also passed on," says company 
boss Axel Groh. 

The XXL Oak: The Karlsruhe-based 
company recently purchased an oak 
tree in the district of Biberach for just 
under 25,000 euros.

The facts: around 300 years old, 8.70 
meters long, 1.62 meters in diameter, 
20 tons in weight, 17.09 cubic meters of 
material. This is used to make classic 
lumber for tabletops. "The log is 
planned for a customer in the USA," 
says managing director Rolf Loose-
Leonhardt.  

Consumer tip: If you want to buy a 
natural product, make sure it is not a 
reproduction: sometimes they are 
advertised with fantasy names that 
sound like real wood veneer. 

München. Etlichen Landwirten hat das
Hochwasser die Ernte ruiniert. „Die
Wassermassen haben oft große Teile der
Ernte für dieses Jahr vernichtet“, sagte
Markus Drexler, Sprecher des Bayeri-
schen Bauernverbandes (BBV). Beson-
ders schlimm sei die Situation in Schwa-
ben und Teilen von Ober- und Nieder-
bayern. „Die Schäden an landwirtschaft-
lichen Kulturen wie Getreide, Rüben,
Kartoffeln und Mais, aber auch an Son-
derkulturen wie Feldgemüse, Erdbeeren
oder Himbeeren erreichen ein Ausmaß,
das in Zahlen derzeit gar noch nicht be-
zifferbar ist.“ Es gebe Betriebe, bei denen
schon seit Tagen die gesamte Nutzfläche
unter Wasser stehe.

Wenn noch junge Kartoffel- oder Mais-
pflanzen mehrere Tage unter Wasser
stünden, sterben und faulen sie ab. „Auch
Wiesen und Getreide, das von den Was-
sermassen plattgewalzt wurde, ist in den

allermeisten Fällen nicht mehr zu retten
oder verunreinigt“, sagte Drexler.

Zudem mussten in den vergangenen Ta-
gen in den Hochwassergebieten Ställe
evakuiert werden. Meist hätten sich die
Landwirte untereinander abgestimmt
und Ausweichställe nutzen können, teil-
te ein Sprecher des Landwirtschaftsmi-
nisteriums in München mit.

Schäden an Ackerflächen hingen davon
ab, ob es beispielsweise auch Schadstoffe
auf die Felder geschwemmt habe, ergänzte
er, machte aber auch Hoffnung: Geschä-
digte Maisflächen könnten möglicherweise
neu angesät werden. „Für die weitere Pfle-
ge der Bestände ist die baldige Befahrbar-
keit der Flächen entscheidend, die vom
Verlauf der weiteren Niederschläge ab-
hängt. Die ertraglichen Einbußen sind frü-
hestens nach dem vollständigen Rückgang
des Wassers abschätzbar.“

Die Staatsregierung will für die von der
Flutkatastrophe Betroffenen mindestens
100 Millionen Euro zur Verfügung stel-

len. In einem Brief an Landwirtschafts-
ministerin Michaela Kaniber (CSU) be-
tonte BBV-Generalsekretär Carl von
Butler, dass in Einzelfällen Betriebe er-
heblich, „vereinzelt bis an die Existenz-
gefährdung“, betroffen sein dürften.

Der Verband sei dankbar für die in Aus-
sicht gestellten Hilfen, für viele Betriebe
würden sie jedoch nicht annähernd aus-
reichen, ergänzte Drexler. Es sei wün-
schenswert, dass in besonders heftig be-
troffenen Einzelfällen auch über die vor-
gesehene Grenze hinaus geholfen werden
könne. Versicherungsschutz für Ernten ist
ein komplexes Thema. In Bayern gibt es
ein Förderprogramm für eine Mehrgefah-
renversicherung (MGV) bei landwirt-
schaftlichen Kulturen. Die Versicherung
hilft nach Ministeriumsangaben etwa bei
den Folgen von Starkregen. Überschwem-
mungen, die nicht durch direkten Regen
auf die Flächen verursacht wurden, son-
dern etwa durch Bachüberschwemmun-
gen, sind dagegen nicht enthalten.

Tiere müssen aus ihren überschwemmten Ställen gebracht werden, zahlreiche Felder stehen unter Wasser

Von Kathrin Zeilmann

Die Ernteausfälle in den Flutgebieten dürften enorm sein. Besonders der Süden von
Deutschland ist betroffen. Foto: Marius Bulling/onw-images/dpa

Hochwasser vernichtet die Ernte vieler Höfe




